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The Concordia Foundation

oncordia is delighted to partner
once more with CJNU, as Host
Sponsor for the month of March,
broadcasting live from Kildonan Place
Mall!

C

also houses a high-volume orthopaedic
surgery program with four University of
Manitoba affiliated surgeons whom collectively carry out world-class research at
the Concordia Campus in Winnipeg.

The Concordia Joint Replacement Group,
Concordia Hospital and Concordia Foundation are dedicated to ensuring that
Manitoba remains a leader in orthopaedic
research. We are deeply committed to
supporting research that leads to painfree mobility through improvements in
hip and knee replacement surgery.

Take a moment to thank your hips and
knees for all the hard work they do for
you every day. Without them, you’d be
unable to walk, run, kneel, bend over,
play with a child or grandchild or even to
bend over and pick up something you
have dropped. Just imagine your life
without working hips and knees.

Orthopaedic care is an increasing necessity for Manitoba's population, with yearover-year increases around 5% in patient
volume due to increasing needs for surgery and an ever increasing patient demographic that spans all ages.

Hip and Knee Replacement are two of the
most cost-effective medical interventions
ever developed. The reason? The benefits
these procedures provide vastly outweigh
the cost. Hip and Knee replacements are
more effective at improving the quality of
life and thanks to innovations in surgical
techniques and research as well as the
quality of the implants - people can expect to return to a normal, active life with
very few restrictions.

The Concordia Campus is home to a Centre of Excellence in Orthopaedics that has
been contributing to orthopaedic research
and practice for over a decade. Concordia

Did you know that the Concordia Hip
and Knee Institute is also a training and
educational centre of excellence? Our
educational programs provide a unique
opportunity to communicate the results of
our latest research to the medical community. Our surgeons provide advanced,
specialized training in hip and knee surgical techniques to Residents, Fellowes and
practicing surgeons who specialize in
Arthroplasty who go on to practice across
Canada.
Did you know that the Concordia Hip
and Knee Institute is home to a confidential registry that tracks surgical outcomes?
This registry tracks the outcomes of surgeries that are performed and since 2005
this registry has helped us reduce failure
rates from 8% to 4%.
For more information, or to book a tour of
the facilities, call the Concordia Foundation at 204-661-7156 – and be sure to visit
the CJNU Remote Studio at Kildonan
Place in March!

The Story of The Beatles

T

that somehow avoided being wiped from
a soon to be demolished radio station in
Milwaukee. Over several hundred hours
Gillespie has painstakingly restored the
sound quality of the damaged tapes and
then digitized them .

hey took America by storm in
1964. Beatlemania gripped the
pop music world and its influence
continues to this day .

You have the unique opportunity to relive
the history of the Fab Four, from their
childhood in war torn England through
the glory days of the 1960s through to
their breakup on April 10th, 1970.

Join CJNU host Juno award winning producer songwriter Dan Donahue as he
guides you through this historic radio
documentary, with new commentary and
insight on the music, the personalities and
the story of a fascinating chapter in music
history—highlighting some fascinating
Winnipeg connections!

CJNU 93.7 FM exclusively presents “The
Story of The Beatles”, a twelve hour retrospective that will air on Saturdays from
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM from February 29th
through 5th through April 4th.

CJNU will also air the entire program in a
12 hour marathon on April the 10th from
10:00 AM to 10:00 PM—50 years to the
day since The Beatles broke up.
~ Tom Dercola

This twelve hour program was last heard
in Winnipeg in the early 1970s. It was
originally produced by, among others,
transplanted
Winnipegger
Warren
Cosford for CHUM radio in Toronto, and
distributed on reel to reel tapes.

Left: A clipping from one of CHUM’s
original promotional flyers from 1970

The tapes were believed lost forever until
Winnipeg audio engineer Michael Gillespie rescued a forgotten and dusty copy

Below: Possibly the most famous silhouette in
music?

Winnipeg Connections

A

s the Beatles disembarked at
Stevenson Field on August 18th,
1964, CKY’s Mike Hopkins
spoke to George Harrison with CKY’s
Frank Roberts close behind. CJAY-TV DJ
Bob Burns talked to Paul McCartney.
Maurice Shnider, was the medical officer
For Transport Canada, and when he

learned the Beatles were landing, he
called off the duty officer and went personally to “examine” the passengers
(which was then required of international
passengers). He met all four in the process and became a long time acquaintance
of Brian Epstein, the Beatles’ manager!
~ Tom Dercola

“The Story of The Beatles” — heard only on CJNU —In Tune With Our Community
Supported in part by:

Read David Sanderson’s feature article on The Story of The Beatles in the
February 29th edition of the Free Press, or online at winnipegfreepress.com

CJNU Personality Corner

M

itch Albom wrote about his
continued conversation titled
“Tuesdays with Morrie” in
1997. My Tuesdays have been with Thea
for almost 7 years now. Each week we
have an hour conversation titled
‘Community Champions’, and then, 2.5
hours of music for the enjoyment of the
audience. Thea works as a broadcast assistant, a role we developed where I do
the music and commentary, she tracks the
log, playlist and takes the phone calls. In
this way I focus on the music, commentary and presentation, while Thea manages the record keeping and PR. It makes
the whole Tuesday on CJNU a much richer experience.
Tuesday has been a developmental journey as we brought David Northcott on as
our first Community Champion some 5
years ago while he was CEO of Winnipeg
Harvest. That began the continuing series
of conversations with many nonprofit
agencies and charitable organizations to
inform our audience about Host and
Community Sponsors, and the efforts
they undertake to support our community.
My personal journey with CJNU began in
the fall of 2013. It was suggested that
CJNU would be a great way to spend
some time after a 36-year teaching career,
and a few years as a home renovator after
retirement. I have enjoyed the CJNU connection immensely, making some fine
friends in the process.
My radio history goes way back, to the
50’s with the kitchen radio in both Selkirk
and Brandon, through the 60’s and KYTN
stereo easy listening from the States, on to
CKCK Regina while I was in Swan River.
I had a crystal set at my bed side for
years, and a series of stereo systems over
the last 50 years. I’ve spent so much time
at home and travelling listening to radio
stations from coast to coast.
I was truly fortunate to come into the
CJNU opportunity. Ernie Nairn spent
quite a few days training me in the fine
art of broadcasting, Tom Bryant
(Nashville) schooled me in programming
and music selection and Gordy Belk

Above: Grant (L) and Thea (R) on location at the CJNU Remote Studio at Deer Lodge, Feb 2020

(Phoenix) still offers feedback occasionally on style and presentation.
Through the years I worked with Dave
Hargrave, Wayne Bruce, and Ken Porteous to develop the Legacy Library, which
contains well over 20,000 tunes. These
collections of Canadian and International
music for the backbone of CJNU’s broadcast music. In the fall of 2019, a Jazz library was developed from the collections
of Mel Myers, Lorne Kearns and the late
Izzy Asper.
I was at one-point chair of programming,
Host Sponsorship Chair and remain a
member of the Board for CJNU. Host

Sponsorship brought me into contact with
many of our partners in broadcasting and
allowed me to learn and share so many of
the great stories of their work in Winnipeg.
My years with CJNU have been a very
interesting journey, for both community
radio and me. Much of the experience of
36 years as a teacher have come in quite
handy. I look forward to continuing to
watch community radio develop in Winnipeg. “In Tune with Our Community” is
such an apt phrase. ~ Grant Patterson
Join Grant and Thea every Tuesday,
12-3:30pm

The CJNU Studio at Kildonan Place

W

e’re once again at Kildonan
Place mall for the month of
March, on behalf of the Concordia Hospital Foundation!

Our continued thanks to Corey Quintaine, and all of the team at Primaris Management in Winnipeg—who look after
both ‘KP’ and Grant Park—for once again
providing a great space for the CJNU Remote Studio.
You’ll find CJNU located immediately to
the right of the mall entrance from parking lot P—just off Reenders—and right by
the Food Court!
Ahead of our move to this space, CJNU
and Concordia volunteers came together
to give the storefront a lick of paint and
some spit and polish—thanks to Adam,
Leslie, Shawn, Tiffany, Tom and Wyatt
for donning their most fashionable painting clothing and wielding brushes and
rollers for a paint-party! We’d also like to
thank the team at Pizza Pizza on Regent
for fueling our painters with lunch.

Above: CJNU’s Leslie (L) and Tiffany (R)
compare their rollers!

Be sure to pop in and visit us this month
at KP—we’d love to see you—and don’t
hesitate to make a request or dedication!

Above: Concordia’s Shawn adds some finishing touches

Membership Has Its Perks!

E

very month, CJNU holds prize
draws for all new members, renewing members, and from the
entirety of our membership list for some
awesome prizes. Why? Simple—because
Membership Has Its Perks!
Congratulations to Margaret, Robert and
Rod who were our winners from back in
January. We’ll announce the February
winners in the next issue of Nostalgia
Notes. And don’t forget: exclusive
Members Only contests for the best
prizes we have to offer.
We’re also excited to be able to offer Perks
to those who become new members of
CJNU in person at our remote studio.
Throughout our time at Kildonan Place,
we have a limited number of $5 gift cards

from some awesome local eateries:
At Helios Greek Restaurant, 241 St.
Mary’s Road, you will dine on authentic
Greek food and homestyle cooking. Opa!
Just a few steps north of Corydon,
Frenchway Café and Bakery at 238 Lilac
is where you will find an amazing selection of daily fresh baked goods made
with the finest quality ingredients
San Vito Coffee House is at the corner of
Mount Royal and Portage. Great service,
food and atmosphere! Enjoy a morning
coffee break and nosh with your friends.
The Oakwood Café and Bistro, is at 660
Osborne Street, open 8 am – 8 pm. Nothing complicated, just good home cooked
food that satisfies.

Pasquales Italian Ristorante at 109 Marion St., has built its reputation on being a
family run business that serves only the
freshest ingredients in its home-cooked
Italian dishes. Open for lunch, Monday
through Friday at 11 am
Fionn MacCool's can be found at Grant
Park Shopping Centre or 1582 Regent—
with famous Blarney Chips or mouthwatering Warm Spinach & Artichoke dip,
or the great standby, Fish and Chips.
Open daily for lunch at 11 am.
So, if you know someone who’s not yet a
member, now’s the perfect time to encourage them to join Nostalgia Broadcasting Cooperative and support Winnipeg’s
community radio station! Maybe they’ll
treat you with their gift card…?

McNally Robinson Artist of the Month

Above: A young Herb Alpert

B

orn in 1935, Herb Alpert was born
into a musical family. He started
to play the trumpet at age eight
and never looked back. After a stint in the
Army and University of Southern California he started to co-write with Rob Weerts.
During a trip to Mexico, Alpert heard a
mariachi band while attending a bull
fight. Following that experience he was
inspired to find a way to express musically the wild responses of the crowd
spawning “Lonely Bull”. The original
recording was just him overdubbing his
own trumpet, slightly out of sync. But
with a growing demand for live appearances by the Tijuana Brass he had to audition and hire session men. He used to tell
his audience that his group consisted of
“four lasagnas, two bagels and an American cheese”. During the 1960’s they were
featured on several TV specials.

Above: Herb Alpert and Lani Hall, who play the Burton Cummings Theatre on April 14th

In 1966 over 13 million Alpert recordings
were sold, out selling the Beatles. That
same year the Guinness Book of World
Records recognized that Alpert set a new
record by placing five albums simultaneously in the Top 20 on the Billboard Pop
Albums. An accomplishment that has
never been repeated.
Herb Alpert disbanded the Tijuana Brass
in 1969 only to put together another
group in 1971 and a third version in 1984.
He performed Burt Bacharach’s title cut to
the first movie version of “Casino Royale”, and again he co-produced with Sergio Mendes, his wife Lani Hall’s rendition
of the theme to “Never Say Never Again”.
Alpert has a second career as an abstract
expressionist painter and sculptor with

CJNU are excited to partner with
MoneySmart Manitoba—with
daily on-air features to help you
grow your financial knowledge.
moneysmartmanitoba.ca

group and solo exhibitions around the
United States and Europe.
He has many awards on his mantel in his
beachfront compound on the Pacific
Coast Highway.
I always like obscure fun facts and this
one I actually remember. On the first
show on the fourth season of “Get
Smart” (yes I admit to watching this
show), one of the code signals between
Maxwell Smart and his contact was “Herb
Alpert takes trumpet lessons from Guy
Lombardo”.
I hope you all enjoy the wonderful music
of Herb Alpert this month and don’t forget to phone in your requests.
~ Helen Harper

Rancho Don Carlos

T

he best-known of the many clubs
and dance halls in Winnipeg in
the 1950s was the Rancho Don
Carlos at 650 Pembina Highway just
south of Pembina at Grant. The Rancho
opened its doors on New Years Eve 1951
and over the next few years booked some
of the top names in the entertainment
world including Lena Horne, Bob Hope,
Frankie Laine, Sarah Vaughan, Della
Reese, Spike Jones, Rosemary Clooney,
Ella Fitzgerald, Vicki Carr, Sophie Tucker,
Jimmie Rodgers, Ferlin Husky, Shelley
Berman, Myron Cohen and many more.
The Rancho was owned and operated by
one of the most colourful characters of the
day, Carlo ‘Charlie’ Mazzone. Born in
Italy, Mazzone came to Winnipeg in 1913.
The story goes that he won big on a horse
at Sportman’s Park in Chicago, earning
him enough money to open a club in Winnipeg. He opened the Don Carlos Casino
on Pembina in 1947 and it quickly became
the entertainment hub of the city. Internationally-renown performers were paid
top dollar.
The Don Carlos Casino mysteriously
burned down on the night of January 3,
1950 but Mazzone rebuilt the club on the
same location, opening as the Rancho
Don Carlos a year later featuring the
city’s first outdoor patio. Mazzone lived
at the back of the club.
The Rancho carried on where the Casino
left off as the top club in town. Harry
James and his band, featuring drummer
Buddy Rich, appeared at the Rancho. Nat
King Cole performed there. Cab Calloway

appeared for a week with his full revue
including dancers. When Louis Armstrong informed Mazzone on the third
night of a weeklong gig that his piano
player was ill, Mazzone recommended
George Reznik who was playing with
Johnny Bering’s group. Reznik played
with Armstrong’s band the following
night with no rehearsal. “Some of the
tempos were so fast and the bars were
flying by,” Reznik remembers. “After the
first show I was completely flaked out in
my brain. I thought I had played badly. I
was backstage in the dressing room when
Louis Armstrong opened the door and
said, ‘Hey kid, you did real good!’ I replied, ‘Thank you, Mr. Armstrong.’ ‘Call
me Louis, kid’ he told me.”
African-American performers were eager
to come up to Canada. “In the States,
black performers had to enter clubs from
the back door,” notes Rancho aficionado
Garth Steek. “Here in Canada they were
treated as equals. That’s why they liked
coming up here to the Rancho.”
A who’s who of local talent including
Reznik, Ed Sersen, Jimmy King, José
Ponéira, Maxine Ware, Del Wagner, Johnny Bering, Owen Clark, Dave Young, Jimmy Weber, Dave Shaw, Gary Gross, and

Paul Grosney all graced the Rancho stage
often backing American acts.
In the 1940s to mid 50s, Manitoba liquor
laws remained antiquated. Rancho patrons brought spirits in paper bags tucked
under the table at their feet. The club
charged between $2 and $3 for mix and
ice. Police were required to inspect the
club from time to time for liquor violations however they would give Mazzone
a courtesy call in advance so patrons
could hide their booze.
By the latter 1950s the Town ‘n’ Country
supper club opened on Kennedy Street
and was competing with the Rancho.
Mazzone sold the club and moved to Edmonton. Others attempted to re-ignite the
glory days of the Rancho, including entrepreneur David Saifer, before the doors
closed in 1961. A fire in 1967 ended the
Rancho’s days.
Steek recalls, “I remember an older friend
saying to me, ‘The Rancho was a place
full of smoke, booze, laughter and exciting people. Here you are sitting five feet
away from Lena Horne singing Stormy
Weather. It didn’t get any better than
that.’”
~John Einarson

Around The Community

I

was pleased to be a guest at the
monthly luncheon of The Women’s
Canadian Club of Winnipeg held on
Wednesday February 26 at the RBC Convention Centre.
Art Miki was the featured presenter
speaking on the subject “Justice in our
Time”. Former Citizenship Judge, Mr.
Miki provided a brief history of the Japanese in Canada, the discrimination they
faced and the impact of the Second World
War upon this small community. Before
the luncheon, the Aurora Dance Group
from the Japanese Cultural Centre, under
the instruction of Ms. Lucy Yamashita
entertained with some colourful dances.

Below: Daruma Dolls—particularly relevant to the
conversation at the event

Redress for the Japanese community
formed a precedent for the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to address
indigenous human rights violations by
the Canadian government.

Above: Some of the Japanese dancing on display

~ Marilyn Regiec

CJNU were on hand at IHOP on Sterling Lyon to support The Children’s Hospital Foundation of Manitoba on Pancake Day! Left: the team at IHOP getting into
the spirit of things | Centre: CHF work with the Children’s Miracle Network | Right: CJNU’s Tiffany Prochera live on with Logan, former Champion Child of the
CHF. See their video interview on CJNU’s Face book page
Left: CJNU and the Deer
Lodge Hospital Foundation
held a Dance Party in
February—Nicole
LaTourelle (L), Executive
Director of the Deer Lodge
Foundation, is joined by
Nathan (R); together they
are jiving.

If you know of any upcoming
community events that you
think CJNU should cover on air
or in Nostalgia Notes,
visit CJNU.ca/PSA

Harry Taylor
1940-2020

H

arry Taylor, known to many as
Corky particularly in earlier
years, died in the early morning, Thursday, February 27th. It wasn’t
supposed to happen so soon. He had been
diagnosed with serious lung disease in
the fall, but the time frame was supposed
to be years, not months or days. He was
just a few months short of his 80th birthday, born in 1940.
It’s not surprising that Harry spent most
of his life connected to music and broadcasting. As a child, he lived with his family in a suite at “Jack’s Place” – a well
known
Winnipeg
Dinner/Dance/
Nightclub venue where his father Mo,
was the Manager and general factotum.
Mo had a very fine tenor voice, so he
could greet the customers, MC the shows
and when the need arose, sing with the
band. Harry inherited his father’s musical
aptitude, not as a singer but as a steel
guitar player. While still in his teens, he
played in house bands connected to two
Winnipeg Radio station; the CKY Playboys (Owen Clark, also active with CJNU
in earlier years was the drummer) and the
CKRC Red River Valley Boys. On April
Fool’s Day, 1960, he started full time with
CKRC as a production operator. There he

first connected with Cliff Gardner, Bob
Washington, Jack Wells, Garry Robertson,
Murray Parker, Roy Maguire, Bill Stewart, Dennis and Olga (Chorney) McVarish
and others who at one time or other have
been part of CKVN/CHNR and CJNU.
CKRC played a prominent role in recording and promoting Winnipeg bands and
musicians in the 1960’s. Harry produced
and recorded early outings by the fast
developing cohort of Winnipeg musicians
who were later to influence pop music
around the world. He made an early recording of Neil Young and told Neil
(words to this effect) ‘You’re a great guitar player but you won’t make it as a singer”. The exact quote was used in a display
about Manitoba Music at the Manitoba
Museum a few years ago. Neil certainly
had the last word on that – and clearly
appreciated Harry’s recording skills.
Years later, at an recording industry event
at the Convention Centre, Harry was recognized and the award was presented by
Neil Young.
Western Canada’s first recording studio,
Century 21, started in Winnipeg in the
late 60’s and continued into the 90’s. Harry left CKRC to join Century 21 for much

of that time. Century 21 cut a pretty big
swath in the Manitoba recording and
broadcasting scene; 245 Albums and singles, countless jingles, and TV and radio
production work.
When CKVN (later CHNR) started, Harry
was there – operating or sometimes hosting shows. He continued his association
with “Nostalgia Radio” when CJNU was
launched in 2006. He was best known on
CJNU as the morning show sidekick to
Lee Major for 8 years. Harry was the perfect foil to Lee and provided continuity
with other announcers who alternated
with Lee. Harry was always most comfortable as part of a team, happy to let
others seek the fame and glory (or brickbats). He was active at CJNU to his last
shift as producer/operator on Sunday,
January 5th. At this point his wife of 58
years, June, was nearing the end of her
struggle of the last couple of years with
dementia. She pre-deceased him by a
month and a half on January 8, 2020.
Harry is survived by son Rick and daughter Shelley and their families including 6
grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren.
Harry Taylor was 79.
~Bill Stewart

